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1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for connecting a longitudinal 
member with a bone portion, comprising: 

[a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion;] 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passa ge, sai d fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of 
desired angular positions relative to saidJongitudinal axis of said second passage, 
the second passage having an mSel^Em : 

a spacer rec eived in said se^r^gas^e^^^aM housing and engageable with said 
fastc 


fastener andliaidla ngit^^ having a radial surface; , / tJ . j t y 

a memberveotmkd between the.indentation in the second passage and the radial 


~ x^^^^^^y^., „.^.. tw 5ntation in the second passage and the radial 

surface of the spacer that appli€k an axial force to the spacer to prevent relative 
movement between said fastener and said housing and holding said longitudinal 
axis of said fastener in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions 
relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage when said longitudinal 
member is disengaged from said spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said 
fastener and said housing being manually movable relative to each other against 
said force when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said spacer and said 
member applies said force. [; 

a clamping mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member, said spacer and said 
housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to said 
housing.] 


